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"™ his year's Hot List—our biggest

ever—is literally all over the map:
§ 42 countries (from Antgua to
Uruguay) on six continents (sorry,
Antarcuca). Prices range from the
sublime ($57 a night) to the ridicu-
lous ($2,675). And hotel size runs the
gamut from the truly petite (just one
suite) to the strapping (1,310 rooms).
How do we do it! Thousands of
hatels openannually worldwide, Ve
make it our business to evaluate each
and every one. The most promising
are visited—incognito, of course—
and sized up for their location, look,
and service, Of these, 100 made the
cut—each an Instant classic. Fully a
fifth of this year’s listings are under
$200 a night—good news, indeed,
given the weak dollar. And as usual,
we provide the tools to glean the
mast from your stay, from when to
go and which room to book toan
at-a-glance guide to the amenities
on offer. Is there a pampering spal
A breathtaking beach? Round-the-
clack room service!? Only one thing
is certaim VWith 100 hotels, there's
something for absolutely everyone.
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Call it A Thousand
and One Nights—
Condé Nast Traveler
style. We bedded
down in every one

of this year’s notable
new hotels to bring
you our global guide
to the best: 1 I:l I:I
properties in 42
countries, including
21 under $200




AUSTRALIA
Moog Hotel, Sydney
AUSTRIA
Le Meridien, Vienna
Palais Coburg, Vienna

BAHAMAS
Four Seasons Resort Great Exuma,
Emerald Bay

BRAZIL
Fasano Hotel, Sio Paulo

CANADA
Hétel Le Germain, Toronto

CARIBBEAN
Carlisle Bay, Carlisle Bay, Antigua
Sofitel Nicolas De Ovando, Santo
Domingo, Dominican Republic

CHILE
Ritz-Carlton, Santiago

CHINA
Commune by the Great Wall, Yarqirg
County

COSTA RICA
Four Seasons Resort at Peninsula
Papagayo, Guanacaste Province

CZECH REPUBLIC
Aria Hotel, Prague

DENMARK
Hotel Skt. Petri, Copenhagen

ENGLAND
Barnsley House, Barnsley
Hotel Felix, Cambridge
The Grove, Chandler’s Cross i
Malmaison, London ;
Number Sixteen, London
Whatley Manor, Malmesbury
Hart’s Hotel, Nottingham

ESTONIA
Three Sisters Hotel, Tallinn

FRANCE
Domaine des Andéols, Apt
L’Hermitage Gantois, Lille
Hi Hotel, Nice
Palais de la Méditerranée, Nice
Hétel Le A, Paris
Plaza Paris Vendome, Paris
Villa Marie, Ramatuelle

FRENCH POLYNESIA
Bora Bora Nui Resort & Spa, Bora Bora

GERMANY
Ku’Damm 101, Berlin
Ritz-Carlton, Berlin
25 Hours, Hamburg

GREECE
Hotel Grande Bretagne, Athens

ICELAND
Hotel Budir, Budir
101 Hotel, Reykjavik
200

INDIA SAUDI ARABIA
Park Hyatt, Goa Four Seasons Hotel at Kingdom Centre,
Aman-i-Khas, Rajasthan Riyadh

INDONESIA SCOTLAND

Kayumanis, Bali
The Mansion, Bali

ITALY
Continentale, Florence
Una Hotel Vittoria, Florence
Villa La Vedetta, Florence
Park Hyatt, Milan
3 Rooms, Milan
Methis Hotel, Padua
Il Palazzetto, Rome
Residenza Napoleone, Rome
Vigilius Mountain Resort, South Tyrol
San Clemente Palace, Venice

Glasshouse, Edinburgh

SEYCHELLES
North Island, North Island

SOUTH AFRICA
Kwandwe Ecca Lodge, Eastern Cape
The Outpost, Kruger National Park
Singita Lebombo/Singita Sweni,
Kruger National Park

SPAIN
Gran Hotel La Florida, Barcelona
Hotel Omm, Barcelona
Convent de la Missio,
Palma de Mallorca

SWITZERLAND
La Réserve, Geneva
Greulich Hotel, Zurich

THAILAND
Metropolitan, Bangkok
Costa Lanta, Koh Lanta
The Racha, Koh Racha
JW Marriott Phuket Resort and Spa,
Phuket

UNITED ARAB.EMIRATES
Mina A’Salam, Dubai
Residence & Spa at One&Only Royal
Mirage, Dubai
Chedi Muscat, Muscat, Oman

UNITED STATES

Montage Resort & Spa,

Laguna Beach, California
Ledson Hotel, Sonoma, California
Four Seasons Hotel, Miami, Florida
The Raleigh, Miami Beach, Florida
Le Meridien, Minneapolis, Minnesota
The Alluvian, Greenwood, Mississippi
The Hotel, Las Vegas, Nevada
Wentworth by the Sea,

New Castle, New Hampshire

APAT

Grand Hyatt, Tokyo

JORDAN
Four Seasons Hotel, Amman Inn of the Five Graces,
Santa Fe, New Mexico
LATVIA El Monte Sagrado, Taos, New Mexico
Hotel Bergs, Riga Mandarin Oriental, New York, New York
MALDIVES The Maritime, New York, New York

Inn at Price Tower, Bartlesville, Oklahoma
Hotel Icon, Houston, Texas

Cocoa Island, Cocoa Island

MEXICO . The Magnolia, Houston, Texas
One&Only Palmilia, Los Cabos i
W, Mexico Ci Hotel Valencia Riverwalk,
» Mexico &ity San Antonio, Texas
MOROCCO Watermark Hotel and Spa,

Les Jardins de la Koutoubia, Marrakech

MOZAMBIQUE
Quilalea, Quililea island

NEW ZEALAND
Otahuna Lodge, Tai Tapu
Delamore Lodge, Waiheke Island
Glass House, Waiheke Island

POLAND
Hotel Rialto, Warsaw

San Antonio, Texas
Four Seasons Resort,
Jackson Hole, Wyoming

URUGUAY
Cipriani Punta del Este Resort, La Barra

WORLDWIDE
Queen Mary 2

PORTUGAL
Hotel Olissippo Castelo, Lisbon

KEY TO SYMBOLS
- Bar/lounge ® =Beach @ = Gym

£ = Pool B- Spa O =24-hour room service

Photographs by Gentl & Hyers



I NBDIA
Aman-i-Khas, Rajasthan

*. The Amanresorts group makes its
- first Indian foray with this elegant
tented camp just outside Ranthambhore
tigers. The unique mix of nature and Mogul
ruins—as well as Aman’ssignature pamper-
ing (Poornavandana ayurvedic oil massag 5
anyone!}—malkes frigid pre-dawn safari
walie-up calls worthwhile. Six white pyrak
mid-roofed guest tents conceal the leather
and mahogany nouvelle-colonial dece H
despite billowlng canvas walls, accon pies
tions come with king-size beds, hot st ik
Nush toilets, marbie bathtubs, elec |
lights, and air-conditioning. Three miak
tents house a spa, a library, and a i
salon in which chef jonathan Phi
delicate lamb curry with pomegr:
and cardamom-carrot puddin
be added for the 2004-05 seas
to go: October through Feb
weather (closed July-Sept.
to book: Tent & is the most
FIB0; www.aman resorts.c

The tented
spa at Aman-
_resorts’
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JAPAN
Grand Hyatt, Tokyo

} Ideally situated within Roppongi
Hills, the city’s latest chic dining-
and-shopping address, the Grand Hyatt pro-
vides a luxurious refuge between visits to the
world’s second-largest Louis Vuitton store
and the fifty-third-floor Mori Museum, where
modern art seems to float among the clouds.
Natural woods and a soaking tub that over-
flows in the ofuro style (decadently flooding
the immediate area) create a Zen-temple
ambience in all 389 rooms. Long waits for
the Shunbou restaurant pay off with gargan-
tuan yet succulent vegetables accompanying
the famed Tsukiji Fish Market’s finest catch.
Work it off in the red-granite pool by only-
in-Tokyo celebrity designer Super Potato.
When to go: Cherry-blossom season (late
March-April). Which room to book: Any on
the west side for views of Mount Fuji (813-
4333-1234; tokyo.grand . hyatt.com; doubles,
$306-343;2). 9 D S B O

The view of
Rome from
the Wine
Academy’s
rooftop
terrace.

UNITED STATES.

The Raleigh,
Miami Beach

-:: * The French-inflected Raleigh is like
France itself: effortlessly chic, im-
possibly seductive, and occasionally vexing.
Other South Beach hotels offer slicker service
and surfaces, but the toniest design pedigree
can’t confer what The Raleigh, thanks to new
owner André Balazs, now has in spades: soul.
Yet by no means is it for everyone. The eclec-
tic lobby borders on the threadbare, though
it quickly makes more polished efforts seem
crass (the eight-stool alcove Coffee Bar is
especially winsome); the refurb of its 104
rooms won’t be done till December; and the

2004

comme ci comme gaservice is still being

brought to heel by a team from New York.
But if you're looking for a hotel redolent of
old Miami, and hands-down the most beauti-
ful pool-—and crowd—on the beach, you'll
forgive the flaws and bask in the glow of
something money can’t buy: heartfelt hospi-
tality. When to go: Thanksgiving through
Christmas for the most reliable weather.
Which room to book: All are being master-
fully remade; try to snag one that’s done
(305-534-6300; raleighhotel.com; doubles,
$295-3475:8). 6 © D S O O

The Grand
Hyatt Tokyo's
chapel has
soaring walls
of cedar.

ITA L Y5
Il Palazzetto Rome

The International Wine Acade-
-:: my—replete with a wine bar,a
restaurant, sitting rooms, and terraces—now
hasa quartet of luxurious guest rooms. The
four-story turn-of-the-century Palazzetto
was renovated by Roberto Wirth, owner of
Rome’s Hassler Villa Medici Hotel. Extrava-
gant beds are dressed in shimmering printed
velvet, linen sheets, and tiers of silk-taffeta
pillows, and the minibar is well stocked with
Italian wines. Bathrooms have double sinks
and separate showers and tubs. Breakfast,
in fine weather, is served on a terrace that’s
practically suspended over the Spanish Steps.
As for typical hotel conveniences (room serv-
ice etal), you’re mostly on your own, at least
until management formalizes these highly er-
raticamenities. When to go: When the acade-
my has a program that interests you. Which
room tobook: No. 1 receives the most light
(39-06-699-0878; www.wineacademyroma
.com; doubles, $315-$435; &). 63

203
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THA I’L AND
Costa Lanta, -
Koh Lanta

un dE - Theexperience begins
with your arrival via
speedboat from the Krabi
mainland straight onto Klong Dao
Beach. Crafted with wood culled
from colonial-era homes, each of

the 22 guest quartersis an open-sided
cubeanchored byalargebedona
concrete platform topped by mosqui-
tonetting and facing the sea. Snack
on tasty Euro-Thai dishes in the
restaurant or quaff drinks in an up-
stairs bar filled with stylish week-
enders from Bangkok. The hotel can
organize dive excursions to nearby
islands, and the small gift shop stocks
the best of Bangkok fashion. When
togo: In April, for the annual water
festival marking the New Year. Which
room to book: Nos. 201-204 offer

the best proximity to pool and beach
(66-756-18092; costalanta.com;
doubles, $57-$95). @ © £
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Bretagne boasts
- Acropolis views.

GERMANY

25 Hours, Hamburg

GREECE.
Hotel Grande Bretagne, Athens

{ { Just in time for the Olympics, owner
Starwood got this grande damein

shape with a top-to-bottom reno. There’s now

a glamorous spa; the seventh-floor outdoor
pool—reason enough to overnight here—has
been returned to its former glory; and the roof-
garden restaurant has been given an edgy new
look. Top-drawer though this place now is, quib-
bles include the decor in all 321 rooms (more
Euro-Atlanta than Athens) and a second-rate
concierge. In the end, though, location is every-
thing, and you can’t get much more central—

or comfortable—than the Grande Bretagne.
When to go: March-May. Which room to book:
Any on the seventh floor with views of the
Acropolis (30-210-333-0000; grandebretagne.gr;
doubles, $685-3885; ©). @ ® & S O

Thlsl=g Created from a former
e 1960s office building to
-:'_,,-_'_l_l I—I which a large annex

has been added, 25 Hours targets
penny-wise fashionistas and anyone
else who enjoys innovative design at
affordable prices. The Sputnik-style
anodized-aluminum reception desk
with its big help-yourself bowl of
Gummi Bears sets the mood. Up-
stairs, the 65 rooms (sized S, M, and

L) sport a groovy ’60s look: op
art—inspired wallpaper, curvy
white-laminate furniture, and a
cute round retro desktop TV. The
Day-Night Bar serves light eats and
sushi all day, and the rooftop sun-
ning terrace is ideal for catching
some rays in good weather. As with
any hip hangout, youth has its
privileges: Those under the age of
26 are entitled to lower rates—

a room that lets for $135, for in-
stance, is $80. The major drawback
is that the hotel is far removed
from most tourist attractions;
then again, Hamburg has an excel-
lent mass-transit system. When to
go: Summer. Which room to book:
L-sized corner rooms on the third
floor have the best views (49-40-
855-070; 25hours-hotel.com;
doubles, $135). %

20§
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Vigilius Mountain Resort, |
South Tyrol ‘

.a'. Located high in the Alpsand reachable
lfll only by cable car, Vigiliusis a slice of par-
adise at 5,000 feet. Whether soaking in the tub,
dining on Northern Italian cuisine in the elegant
restaurant, eating South Tyrolean fare on the
terrace, doing laps in the indoor pool, or even
relaxing in the sauna, you will be astounded by
views of pine-covered peaks and celestial snow-
capped mountains. All41 open-planrooms
have a freestanding stone wall that separates the
living and bath areas. The meditation room and
the Paradise Garden are spectacular settings for
yoga, quigong, and just recharging. On average,
there are 300 days of sun a year in the South
Tyrol, and the restaurant provides a hearty pic-
nic for Nordic walking, mountain biking, and
other outdoor sports with or without a guide.
When togo: The mountains are dazzling sum-
mer and winter; the hotel closes for two weeks
in November for cable car maintenance. Which
room to book: Deluxe doubles have better views
than similar-sized superior doubles (39-0473-
556600; www.vigilius.it; doubles, $243-$486; &).
Y RHIEON &

The Grove's
erstwhile
stables
now house
a pool.
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SO0UTH AFRILLEA
The Outpost, Kruger National B

":. Clean lines and contemporary nmlﬂﬁ#‘“
make the most of the magnific T &
thu 11 bungalows, raised on stilts and o edby alr _ .ﬁuuwmuu by the once-
uwl&wqmﬂumﬂmm 4 _hr, 5 ! trh.hlm!nﬂ:erssm'ﬂlthdﬂ,
the lap pool. Retractable walls of mesh and canvas
mthullﬁﬁrmmﬁmﬂmhlhm- in 20 ye:
spectacle from their immaculate white bed, blue- l‘ﬁ; _h“MWh.ch room to book:
suede daybed, or rounded bathtub. Meals are on No. 12 affords the most privacy (27-11-341-0282;ww it
a par with the owners’ renowned Sides restaurant,  .theoutpost.co.za; doubles, $1,060, all- mu:ludmmi_u ~
in Johannesburg. For all the modernism, traditionis @ 2 €O
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. ”‘x'x UsT P ALTA
M:oa Hotel. Sydney

. The one-suite Moog promises much: “Imag-
::. u" ine being the only guest in the world’s
coolest hotel.” The reality delivers—and then
some—in the form of fantastically funky furniture,
custom-made carpets, and every toy a visiting rock
star might expect: a private gym, two enormous
bathrooms, a freestanding soaking tub in the master
bedroom, a flat-screen TV with a CD/DVD player and
Sony PlayStation 2, and an outdoor plunge pool,
from which guests can view films and cable TV that
are projected onto an adjacent wall. Room service
is not round-the-clock, and a 24-hour butler and
the hotel’s Jaguar XJR100 are extra, as is use of the
recording studio. it’s all very rock 'n’ roll, but you’ll
like it. When to go: Summer (Dec.~March). Which
room to book: There’s just the one (61-2-8353-8200;
www.mooghotel.com; $780; @)). @ @ &

Domaine des
Andéals—
inside

and out,

FRANCE

Domaine des Andéols, Apt

-:: With the opening of Domaine des Andéols,
the Luberon, preferred Provengal play-
ground of A-list Parisians, finally has a world-class
hotel. Owners Olivier and Patrizia Massart left the
exteriors of the old stone structures intact but created
dramatic new minimalist interiors, with ample com-
forts, such as flat-screen TVs, CD players, and fully
equipped kitchens (the better to make the most of
Apt’s Saturday market). A sauna, ahammam, and
anindoor pool form the low-key spa (massages are
available), and an infinity-edge pool overlooks olive
groves and vineyards. Best of all, since there are only
nine maisons (two with private pools), this place has
anearly unrivaled sense of intimacy. When togo: The
Luberon is lovely from February through November.
Which room to book: The Maison du Voyageur,
with its private pool and garden and sublime views
(33-4-90-75-50-63; domainedesandeols.com;
doubles, $433-$909). & &
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Pivoting
porthale
windows

stud the

facade of the
aptly named
Maritime.

minuscule, and yet have every imaginable amenity, due to bullt-ins tha
storage, an expansive work area with a flat-screen TV, and tiny Humi ':_,'_'

bigger than a phone booth, are surprisingly sybaritic ﬂnnhuauﬂin;—mqunﬂl'y '
shawerhead the size of a pie plate. The informal hipness of the South Seas—inspired H [
Inhhrmmaﬁnwﬂmmmlntﬁﬂupmgmmmupﬁt i
high-style hotels. There are two restaurants: La Bottega, a coxy trattoria surroundi
a 10,000-square-foot terrace, and Matsuri, an out-of-this-world subte i
ese catery. In fact, the only thing rocking this boat s needlessly claustrophobic hall-
ways—painted an unfortunate cobalt blue and alrcé_.ﬁp the worse for wear, When—___ 0
to go: Spring or fall. Which room to book: The higher the Mloor, the bettor (212-142- ke |
4300; themaritimehotel.com; doubles, $245-5265; [£1). @ ) W et ST o

Reviews continue on page 254.




